Well-differentiated villoglandular adenocarcinoma of the uterine cervix: cytomorphologic observation of five cases.
We retrospectively examined the cytologic findings of well-differentiated villoglandular adenocarcinoma (VGA) treated in our hospital. Cervical smears of four cases and a touch preparation of another case of VGA formed the materials for the study. The cytologic features were correlated with the histomorphology of VGA. Architecturally, long slender papillae and cohesive branching epithelial sheets with smooth borders and a lack of feathery edge were observed. Crowding and overlapping of nuclei were noted. The nuclei were uniform, small, and round to oval-shaped, with evenly distributed granular chromatin. Nucleoli were absent or inconspicuous. Mitoses were occasionally seen in all but one case. As the features of VGA are distinctive, the diagnosis could be possible on cytological grounds. Examination of cervical smears would be helpful for an early diagnosis of VGA or to suggest the coexistence of other neoplastic components.